Introduction
The conceptual foundations of integrated coastal zone management (ICZM) can be traced to the mid-1960s when the San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development Commission was established in response to a growing awareness that the environmental problems pertaining to the coast required focused attention. This chapter begins by defining the concept of ICZM. It draws on definitions proposed by academics and international organizations to capture the essence of the concept. This is followed by an examination of the structure of an ICZM process. As the basic methodological tool to secure SCD, the core principles that help to operate an ICZM process are described, and some of the major criticisms against it are examined in section 5.4. Section 5.5 argues for the necessity of climate change adaptation approaches to the management of the utilisation of coastal and marine resources and environments, and section 5.6 considers the practical advantages of linking coastal climate change adaptation (CCCA) to an ICZM process. The penultimate indispensability of ICZM to achieving SCD is reaffirmed to conclude this chapter.
Defining ICZM
Various definitions have been offered to describe ICZM.8 Leading academics define ICZM as:
